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For four decades, European space activities have been the

prerogative of Western European countries. They have accomplished

remarkable projects either on their own or through

intergovernmental collaboration, mostly within the European Space

f:%enc}v‘ (ESA), which was created especially for the purpose and
ich has proven to be extremely productive

However this framework now has Lo evolve o keep up with European
construction. This is because the European Union, which is the only
organisation capable of federating, representing and organising the
needs of the space users on a European scale, is naturally assuming
its role as the decision-making body for European space policy.

The first immediate consequence is thal many member countries of
the Union, which are not yet involved in space activities, will soon
be participating as stakeholders in the European space adveniure. It
thus follows that the mechanisms set up within ESA over more than
30 years will most likely need to evolve if they are lo remain
efficient.

In particular, the emnrginF role of the European Union as the new
European policy-maker for space means that the wag in which
European space programmes are conducted will have to be adapted.
How can this new institutional situation be taken into account while
preserving the achievements and dynamics of forty years of
investment by dilferent countries in lechnﬁlﬂ%‘;. ﬁrﬂgrammu
development and the running of space systems? Much thought is
currently being given to this new governance of European space
activities in an ailem?t to answer the question. The stakes are high :
we need lo maintain Europe’s status as an aulonomous Space power
in spite of the considerable difference in scale between our public
imvestment and that of our American partners and compelitors, who
invest 6 times more in space activities than we do!

4

FOREWORD

By Yannick d’Escatha
President of CNES

If Eurape is to remain a leading s?ace power, our Continent will
have to make full use of its capabilities, experience and expertise,
acquired over 40 years through a wide range of national space
agencies, national technical centres, aerospace research centres,
universities, scientific laboratories, satellite operators and large and
small manufacturers, withoul wasting either one euro or a single
engineer. This 2007 edition of the European Space Directory once
again reveals the extent and variety of available space resources and
expertise. The ministers who met in Berlin in December 2005
confirmed that the key to a strong, compelitive European space
seclor lies in the full use of the know-how available all over Curope,
gl:'.ren that 50% of the European public space contribution is spent
through ESA and 50% outside of 11,

It is thus easy to see whif we need to set up a suitable institutional
framework and system of governance invalving all of the European
“first-level customers” — ESA, national space agencies and
European operators — in programme management, while allowing
them to take advamaFu of the best public expertise available in
Europe in the technical centres of space agencies and in universities
and research laboratories.

For that reason, 2007, and the adoption of the first version of the
European space policy, will be a crucial stage for the future of this
sirategic sector.

France, whose investments in space aclivities account for almost
40 % of Europe’s public civil and military space budqet, and which
is the biggest contributor to ESA, has, in CNES and its network of
partners, a widely respected space agency and technical centre
covering all space fields. It will continue lo make ils skills available
to Eurape for the implementation of a Eurapean space policy worthy
of the talents, ambition and future of our Continent.
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